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then others - a will almost, it would seem, to
dominate God ! At least he would wrest from
God the faith that he wanted, for even in the
strenuous weeks which followed, and in which so
much happened that seemed directive, if not
directed, Wesley was still not in possession of
assurance, of certain faith, of a sense of forgiveness
of sins, of dominion over temptation. The almost
intolerable rapture of what was nearly miraculous
sank sometimes, even now, into a trough of des-
pondency ; he would feel dead, not only in heart
but almost in body, until the same stimulus -
preaching, or a conversion, or some manifestation
- would have the same tonic result.

The account of these two years in his Journal,
or in that of others, in his diary, in the Eves by
his biographers, read like a whirling dream, a
vortex of unbelievably multiple physical and
spiritual events. Coming back from Germany
in an elated mood, singing, it would appear from
his diary, more than usual, he found work to do.
There was preaching in the churches, from more
and more of which both he and Charles were
being excluded, preaching in other places, exhort-
ing the Fetter Lane Society, helping Charles in
his newly discovered work of converting con-
demned criminals, interviewing the dismayed
Bishop of London, and collecting and publishing
not only abridged editions of edifying works, but
manifestoes, and collections of hymns written by
himself and Charles or translated from foreign